Supreme Court Showdown: “You Be the Justice”
PROJECT OVERVIEW
Students take on the role of U.S. Supreme Court Justices deciding a major constitutional case.
They will:
1. Analyze a case
2. Argue both sides
3. Deliberate as a Court
4. Write a final opinion 
DRIVING QUESTION
How does the Supreme Court of the United States interpret the Constitution to resolve real-world conflicts?
GROUP STRUCTURE (4–5 Students)
Each student has a clear role:
· Chief Justice
· Leads discussion
· Keeps group on task
· Runs deliberation
· Constitutional Expert
· Connects case to amendments
· Explains legal reasoning
· Prosecution (Petitioner) Attorney
· Argues that rights were violated
· Defense (Respondent) Attorney
· Argues government/other side acted legally
· Court Clerk (optional 5th)
· Records notes
· Writes final opinion summary
DAY-BY-DAY STRUCTURE (2 DAYS)
Day 1 (Discussion): 
Scenario (Say or Display on Slide):
A high school student posts a message on social media criticizing school policies.
The post goes viral, and the school suspends the student for “disrupting the learning environment”. The student argues that their free speech rights were violated.
Question: Should the school be allowed to do that?
· “Yes or no?” 
· “Why?”
Connect to Supreme Court cases: Tinker v. Des Moines
· Students wore armbands to protest a war
· School punished them
· Question: Do students have free speech at school?
Form groups + assign roles
Put students in groups of 4.
Assign roles:
Chief Justice (leader)
Lawyer 1 (argues student side)
Lawyer 2 (argues school side)
Constitution Expert
Group Discussion 
Put these 3 questions on the board:
What happened in this case?
Who do you agree with (student or school)?
Why?
Ask 2–3 groups:
“Who did you side with?”
“Why?”

Day 2 (Case Analysis)
New Jersey v. T.L.O.
A student (T.L.O.) was caught smoking in a school bathroom.
The assistant principal searched her purse.
He found cigarettes… and then found evidence of drug activity.
The student argued that the search violated her rights.
Each group will create a “Case Analysis” on a Google Doc answering the following:
What happened in this case? (Summarize in 2–3 sentences)
What was the school’s reason for searching the bag?
What did they find?
Why might the student say this search was unfair?
Now assign sides within each group:
· 2 students = School Side 
· 2 students = Student Side 
Each Side Answers:
School Side:
Why was the search reasonable?
Why should schools be allowed to search students?
Student Side:
Why was the search unfair?
Why should students have privacy?
Each side presents their argument (1–2 minutes each)
Then ask the class:
“Raise your hand—who thinks the school was right?”
“Who thinks the student was right?”
REVEAL: The Supreme Court of the United States ruled:
· The school WAS allowed to search the bag 
· Schools only need “reasonable suspicion,” not a warrant
